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ELL Collaborative Summer Academy @MTSU
Onsite/Livestream Conference 
 July 17, 2026

8:30am- 8:45am Welcome/Introductions
· Dr. Laura Clark, Director, Center for Educational Media, MTSU
· Dr. Neporcha Cone, Dean College of Education, MTSU
· Dr. Janna Brown McClain, Asst. Professor, Elementary and Special Education, MTSU
8:45am-10:00am (Session 1) Amplifying Language and Learning Across Content Areas: Practical Strategies for Supporting Recently Arrived Multilingual Learners
· Casey Minshall, Director of EL Teaching and Learning, Office of English Learners, Metro Nashville Public Schools
· Megan Trcka, EL Coordinator, Office of English Learners, Metro Nashville Public Schools
· Q&A Facilitated by Dr. Laura Clark and Dr. Janna McClain

10:00am-10:15am Break

10:15am-11:30am (Session 2) Better Together: A Collaboration Conversation

· Raven Cleveland, Statewide Manager of English Learners, TDOE
· Q&A Facilitated by Dr. Laura Clark and Dr. Janna McClain


11:30-11:32 Morning Wrap up for Live Participants (Broadcast)
11:32-11:37 Lunch Logistics for Onsite Participants (Non-Broadcast)

Networking Lunch
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12:45-12:50pm   Afternoon Welcome/ Back in Seats     
· Dr. Laura Clark, Director, Center for Educational Media, MTSU
· Dr. Janna Brown McClain, Asst. Professor, Elementary and Special Education, MTSU

12:50-2:05pm (Session 3) From Student Work to Language Goals: Using ELPA PLDs with Purpose
· Dr. Meghan Vigil, District Instructional Coach, Middle School ESL, Rutherford County Schools
· Lauren Crutchfield, District Instructional Coach, High School ESL Rutherford County Schools
· Q&A Facilitated by Dr. Laura Clark and Dr. Janna McClain

2:05-2:20pm Break

2:20-3:35pm (Session 4) Navigating Tennessee Legislative Landscape: Implications for ESL Teachers and Administrators
· Dr. Johnna Paraiso, ESL Department, Rutherford County Schools
· Q&A Facilitated by Dr. Laura Clark and Dr. Janna McClain

3:35-4:00 Close/Certificates (Broadcast)
·  Dr. Laura Clark, Director, Center for Educational Media, MTSU
· DeAnna Osborne, ESL Teacher, Rutherford County Schools
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